


Thank you for downloading a copy of
“silence”. This PDF booklet contains ques-
tions, prompts, and activities which are 
meant to supplement your experience in-
tercting with your surroundings. There are 
many ways to navigate through this book 
(just as there are many ways to navigate 
through your environment). Don’t feel ob-
ligated to follow the order of the pages 
or to fill every page out. This book is de-
signed to be whatever you’d like it to be. 
It is up to you to make up and break your 
own rules within the confines of these 
pages. You have permission to print these 
pages out and write in them. Don’t be 
timid about filling it out exactly as you’d 
like. The great thing about having your 
own book is no one is looking. Please, use 
these prompts only for educational, non-

commercial purposes.



1

Describe listening.

Desribe hearing.

Which passive? Which is active?

2

Do you listen in:
a) names
b) textures
c) colors
d) tastes
e) 



(Plug your ears.)

What gets quieter?

What gets louder?

3 4

Which sounds provide you information 
about your environment?



5

Which surfaces in your environment 
absorb sound?

 

6

Find the quietest place near you. 
Is it silent? If not, write or draw what you hear.



7

Make marks to represent 
the smallest sound you can find.

8

Listen to the loudest sound 
in your immediate environment. 
Be the opposite of that sound.



9

Close your eyes and listen.
Describe what you hear.

10

Draw what you wrote on the previous page.



11

Indicate where you experience the sounds you
are experiencing in your body.

12

Listen with the bottom of your feet, 
instead of your ears. What do you hear? 



What isn’t music?

13 14

Which sounds will you miss if you never 
hear them again?





Thank you for downloading a copy of
“NOISE”. This PDF booklet contains ques-
tions, prompts, and activities which are 
meant to supplement your experience in-
tercting with your surroundings. There are 
many ways to navigate through this book 
(just as there are many ways to navigate 
through your environment). Don’t feel obli-
gated to follow the order of the pages or 
to fill every page out. This book is designed 
to be whatever you’d like it to be. It is up to 
you to make up and break your own rules 
within the confines of these pages. You have 
permission to print these pages out and write 
in them. Don’t be timid about filling it out ex-
actly as you’d like. The great thing about 
having your own book is no one is looking. 
Please, use these prompts only for educa-

tional, non-commercial purposes.



1

Listen to someone speaking near you. 
What does it sound like when you 

don’t try to understand their words?

2

What stimulus are you currently ignoring?



Which sounds obscure information about 
your environment?

34

Which surfaces in your environment 
reflect sound?



5

Find the most boring/ untinteresting sound
that you can hear. Listen to it for one minute.

Is it still boring? Is it different? 

6

What is the texture of the closest sound to you?



7

Use your pencil on this page 
to make a sound that complements

your sonic environment.

8

Are the sounds you hear separate or together?



9

Make a sound that:

a) complements another sound 

b) juxtaposes another sound

10

c) obscures another sound

d) harmonizes with another sound

e) destroys another sound



11

Which sounds are bullies?

Which sounds play well with others?

12

Which sounds would you 
prefer to put in timeout?



13

Imagine this page is a map of your 
physical enviornment. 

The circle in the center is you. 
Draw landmarks of sound that you hear 

in relation to yourself.

•
14

Take a picture of a sound.



NOISE/silence was conceptualized, 
designed, and printed by 
Jordan Knecht for the “Noise” 
exhibition at Old Masonic Hall in 
Breckenridge, Colorado in 
Winter 2017.

The booklet is set in Futura. 
Futura was designed by Paul Renner 
and released in 1927.  

The paper used inside NOISE/silence is 
irrelevant, because this is a PDF.

Jordan Knecht may be contacted at
jordanknecht@gmail.com

Visit jordanknecht.com
for more work.

Thank you!


